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3.Unit: Faith Tourism 

3.1. Faith Tourism 

The United Nations World Tourism Organization defines faith tourism as visiting holy places for the 

purpose of performing certain rituals. Faith tourism, which ranks fifth among travel motivations, is 

also called spiritual tourism, religious tourism or pilgrimage tourism. The word spiritual, which 

expresses the spiritual state, is used to express the meaning of life and the effort to find inner peace 

today, apart from the search for God in heavenly religions. In this respect, travels made for the 

purpose of chanting mantras (syllables or words repeated in tunes), talking to the shaman, learning 

yoga or 'tai chi' from body-mind-spirit exercises are all considered within the scope of spiritual 

tourism. Faith tourism has many common aspects that overlap with cultural heritage tourism. The 

main distinction here is due to the difference in the tourist's motivation to travel. Faith centers are 

visited both for spiritual reasons and because of their historical and artistic values. Religious 

buildings, rites, festivals and ceremonies are tourist attractions of equal importance for tourists other 

than followers of a certain belief. For this reason, the number of tourists visiting faith centers for 

cultural purposes is increasing day by day. About one-fifth of the cultural heritage in the UNESCO 

World Heritage List has a religious or spiritual value. Tourist guides fulfill the role of the narrator who 

is expected to inform the group about many subjects such as the historical importance of the 

sanctuaries, the architectural features of religious buildings, feasts, prayers, rites, rules, liturgical 

items and so forth. They also act as intermediaries, providing the necessary permissions to fulfill the 

group's desire to perform rituals. In this unit, under the title of beliefs, religious structures and 

rituals, it is aimed to learn the words that tourist guides will need in their faith tours with sign 

language. 

 

3.2. Vocabulary / Faith/Beliefs Terms 

1 Cehennem - Hell 

2 Baş melek - Archangels 

3 Günah - Sin 

4 Haç - Cross 



 

 

5 İnanç – Faith / Belief 

6 İncil - Bible 

7 Kuran - Quran 

8 Melek – Angel  

9 Mezhep  - Sect  

10 Mucize - Miracle 

11 Muska - Amulet 

12 Cennet – Heaven  

13 Sevap – Good deeds 

14 Tevrat - Torah 

15 Tövbe - Repentance 

16 Vahiy - Revelation 

17 Yasak – Forbidden  

18 Aziz - Saint 

19 Azize - Saintess 

20 Cemaat - Congregations 

21 Hacı - pilgrims 

22 Havari - Apostles 

23 Çok Tanrıcılık - Polytheism 

24 Hristiyan - Christians 

25 İmam - Imams 

26 İncil Yazarı - Gospel Writers 

27 Kâhin – Soothsayer / oracle 

28 Keşiş - Monk 

29 Müslüman - Muslim 

30 Papa - Pope 

31 Patrik – Patriarch  

32 Peygamber – Prophet  

33 Piskopos - Bishop 

34 Dini resim – Religious painting / icona 

35 Rahibe - Nun 



 

 

36 Rahip - Priest 

37 Şaman - Shaman 

38 Şehit - Martyr 

39 Tarikat - Sect 

40 Yahudi- Jew 

41 Hristiyanlık - Christianity 

42 İslamiyet - Islam 

43 Tanrı- God  

44 Tanrıça - Goddess 

45 Yahudilik - Judaism 

 

Exercise / Activity 1 

Exercise / Activity 2 

 

3.3. Vocabulary / Structures&Rituals 

1 Ana giriş kapısı – Main entrance door  

2 Apsis - Apses 

3 Arınma - Purification 

5 Ayet - Verse 

6 Ayin - Rite 

7 Bayram - Holidays 

8 Bema - Bema 

9 Camii - Mosque 

10 Çan kulesi – Bell Tower 

11 Dini tören - Religious ceremony 

12 Diriliş - Resurrection 

13 Dua - Prayers 

14 Ekmek ve şarap ayini - Rite of bread and wine 



 

 

15 Ezan – Call to prayer / the azan 

16 Galeri- Gallery 

17 Hac merkezi - pilgrimage centers 

18 Haç planlı - Cross-planned 

19 İbadet - Worship 

20 İlahi - Hymn 

21 İnziva - Seclusion 

22 Kathedral - Cathedral 

23 Kilise - Church 

24 Koro - Choir 

25 Kurban - Sacrifice 

26 Kutsal emanet sandığı – Sacred relics/ reliquary 

27 Kutsama - Blessing 

28 Kürsü – Altar desk 

29 Manastır - Monastery 

30 Martyrium - Martyrium 

31 Mescit - Masjid 

32 Mihrap – Altar  

33 Minare- Minaret 

34 Namaz –  Prayer / Ritual worship (in Islam) 

35 Oruç - Fasting 

36 Ölü yakma - Cremation 

37 Sinagog - Synagogue 

38 Son akşam yemeği – The Last Supper 

39 Sunak – Altar  

40 Sunu - Oblation 

41 Şadırvan - Shadirvan 

42 Şapel - Chapel 

43 Tapınak – Temple 

44 Tören alayı - Ceremonial procession 

45 Vaaz - Sermon 



 

 

46 Vaftiz - Baptism 

47 Vaftizhane - Baptistery 

 

Exercise / Activity 3 

Exercise / Activity 4 

 


